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Natural History Museum
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Senckenberg Society of Nature Research

* Founded 1817 by citizens of Frankfurt

* One of the 8 research museums of the
Leibnitz Association

* Senckenberg has 8 Institutes, 300
researchers

e Collections with 45 million objects

* 3 museums: Frankfurt, Gorlitz and
Dresden
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Senckenberg Natural History Museum Frankfurt

* |Inaugurated in 1907 * Visitors: many families, school classes,
scientifically interested adults, tourists

e ~440.000 visitors /year
* 6.000gm
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Educational program

Main aims:

to spark interest in nature/natural history,
strengthen an understanding for research
and trust in science,

enable cultural participation.

Variety of programs, e.g.

* School tours (~2.000/year)

* Tours and events for families
*  Workshops for kids

e Popular science lectures and guided tours
for adults
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Learning for all

1. How can we reach those who do not
visit?

2. How can we invite people facing
barriers?

3. How can we engage visitors who don’t
usually join programs?

What are the challenges?
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1. How can we reach those who do not visit?
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1. Outreach: Project ,Forests”

* Cooperation between three museums
e Stations in the city in different areas
e (Cargo bike and an artwork

* Interdisciplinary: natural science, art,
and story telling perspectives

* Exchange of programs between
museums.
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1. Outreach: Project ,Forests”

Challenge:

organize permits for setting up the
station, differences in organization and
payment between museums, weather
conditions
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1. Outreach: Meeting schools outside museum walls

e Cooperation with ,lower” education schools (,,Haupt- & Realschule®)

* Three dates per class: at the school (nature on schoolyard), in the forest, at the museum

e Connection to students
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1. Outreach: Meeting schools
outside museum walls

Challenges:
intensive coordination with teachers,
high personal capacity needed.
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2. How can we make people facing social, linguistic or cognitive
barriers feel welcome?
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2. Reduce barrieres: Inspiring and welcoming space is needed.

Aha?! Science Lab: interactive exhibition: explore, experiment, try research methods.
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2. Reduce Barriers and create
a sense of belonging

* Tackling loneliness among older adults

* Monthly “Museum Café” blending
social interaction and science

e Objects and guided tours spark
conversation
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2. Reduce Barriers and create
a sense of belonging

SENCKENBERC
NATURMUSEUM %“

* Tackling loneliness among older adults

* Monthly “Museum Café” blending

social interaction and science Wann waren Sie
das letzte Mal im
Senckenberg

Naturmuseum?

Wir laden Sie herzlich zu unserem
Museumscafé ein. Erleben Sie unser
Haus entspannt bei Kaffee, Tee

und Geback in kleiner Runde.

e Objects and guided tours spark
conversation

Challenge: How to reach the ,right”
audience.
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2. Reduce barriers:
“Transcultural program”

* For people with limited German
language skills

e Started with women in literacy and
integration courses

* Increase accessibility to museums &
promote cultural participation

* Simple language, welcoming
environment

SENCKENBERG NATURE RESEARCH 12/12/2025 Eva Rossmanith 15 “va-éj"«'



2. Reduce barriers:
“Transcultural program”

* Cooperation with other museums

* Expanded to include refugee groups

Challenges: training in simple language and
intercultural competence.
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2. Reduce barriers:
workshops for special needs
students

* Participatory development with
teachers

* Max 14 students, divided into 3
groups

* Workshop for students with cognitive
disabilities and for students with
visual impairments
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2. Reduce barriers:

workshops for special needs

students

SENCKENBERG NATURE RESEARCH
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2. Reduce barriers:
workshops for special needs
students
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2. Reduce barriers:
workshops for special needs
students
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3. How can we engage visitors who do not join specific programs?

SENCKENBERG NATURE RESEARCH 12.12.2025 Eva Rossmanith 21 iatation



3. Engage visitors in Aha?! Science Lab
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3. Science Live:
Dialogue with Experts

* Open, drop-in format—free and
flexible

* Direct interaction between scientists
and visitors

* Scientists learn from dialogue

* Engage new audiences

SENCKENBERG NATURE RESEARCH 12.12.2025 Eva Rossmanith 23 %



3. Science Live: Dialogue with Experts

Challenge: to recruit and train researchers
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3. Is this a target group?

» Corporate events as an entry point for
museum education

e Reaching financial and economic
sector professionals
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Conclusion

The programs..
.. Introduced us to new perspectives
.. Made connection to new communities

.. Increase visitor diversity

What is needed:
* High staffing capacity

* Training (simple language, interkultural
training, coaching researchers)

* Funding
* Alarge and inspiring workshop space

e @Good Partners

SENCKENBERG NATURE RESEARCH 12.12.2025 Eva Rossmanith 26 %



You need a great team!

50% position for outreach programs:
Andrea Weidt
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Thank you
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